September 2026

September is Library Card Month

A library card gives you access to a world of
information and entertainment!! And it’s
always free! How much do YOU save each
year by using your library card??

With a library card, you have access to
books, books on CD and DVDs as well as
materials that encourage learning for all
ages. Telescopes, binoculars, science kits
and fishing poles are just some of the “library
of things” that can be checked out with your
library card.

With your library card you have access to a
wide variety of digital resources on
Riverside’s website. Audiobooks and ebooks
— even magazines — are available through
Libby and Blackstone Unlimited. Digital
resources for researching your family or
schoolwork are also available. You can even
get national and regional newspaper for free
through Newsbank on our website!!

So how much does your library card save you
each year?

All Riverside Regional Library Branches will
be CLOSED on Monday, September 7.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR HARD WORK

Library cards are free to all residents or property
owners of Cape Girardeau, Perry and Cape
Counties.

During September, all adults who stop in at your
Riverside Regional Library branch and confirm their
address or who sign up for a library card will be
entered into a drawing for a Riverside Reader’s Gift
Bag.

To confirm your library card account info or to sign
up for a library card, bring in your photo ID. If your ID
doesn’t show your current address, also bring in a
piece of mail, such as a utility bill, or property tax
receipt showing your physical address. Annually
checking and updating your information makes sure
that we can contact you when the book you
requested comes in or remind you that the materials
you’ve checked out are due.

When a child begins kindergarten, taking out a
library card is a great way to celebrate this
milestone. Parents or guardians with a valid library
card must fill out an application form for their child to
have a library card.




Notes From the
Director

Stop in and celebrate National Library Card
Month at your Riverside Regional Library in
September. All adults who confirm their
address or sign up for a new library card will
be entered into a drawing for a Riverside
Reader’s Gift Bag. Your Library Card is your
pass to books, movies, magazines and so
much more.

From October through November, Riverside
Regional Library invites you to complete a
Patron Survey to let us know how we are
doing. The survey is key in future planning for
services and facilities. This is your library and
we want to know what is important to you.

From November through December, Riverside
Regional Library will have a “Food for Late
Fees” event. Bring a can of food for the local
food bank and we will remove any late fees on
your account! We appreciate your generous
support for this community empowering event.

Lastly, the Jackson Friends of the Library will
have their Fall Book Sale October 8-10. More
details are coming in our October newsletter!

We look forward to seeing you at YOUR
library!
Frankie Lea

Partnering with ....
SEMO University

What'’s in the SEMO Sky in September? Come find
out on September 23 at 5:30 pm.

Educational Presentation &
Telescope 101

77 Tuesday, September 23
© 5:30 PM
@ Riverside Regional Library - Jackson Branch

Join members of the Astronomy
Club of Southeast Missouri State
University for an evening exploring

the wonders of our night sky and

learning how to observe them
yourself.

‘ All ages welcome!

@ EXPLORING BUDDHISM &
EASTERN PHILOSOPHY &

EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION
With
DR. DENNIS EDWARDS

An engaging educational presentation exploring the foundations of
Buddhism and Eastern philosophy, including historical context and
modern perspectives.

ey
ALL CURIOUS MINDS ARE
WELCOME!
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RIVERSIDE REGIONAL LIBRARY 18+
September 30/ ¢ 5:30-6:30 PM
CALL 573-243-8141 EXT. 123 TO REGISTER FOR EVENT




Summer Reading Wrap-up

We had such an awesome summer and you
helped us exceed our expectations!!

For the first time, we encouraged summer reading
challenge participants to track their reading beyond
the 480-minutes/8-hour mark. Our goal across all
branches and all ages was to read 400,000
minutes. Our community read 735,899 minutes!!
That's 12,265 hours or 511 days. Even if you didn’t
reach the 8-hour goal, your reading contributed to
this awesome number.

2026 SUMMER RECAP.
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READING CHALLENGE
REGISTRATIONS

739,699

MINUTES READ BY
PARTICIPANTS

)/

READING CHALLENGE
COMPLETIONS

192+

LIBRARY:PROGRAMS:
OFFERED,

Riverside Regional Library branches offered
almost 200 programs with close to 4500 people
attending. These programs engaged all ages in
creative activities and learning opportunities. From
our featured performers to story times and crafts,
programs fostered community connections and
interaction.

Book Clubs

@Jackson
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READ A BOOK
guu gu

:“lﬂ" 4 l
ll

e R T L RN

MONICA WOOD

Adult (ages 18+)
Sept. 21 at 6pm

via Zoom (ages 18+)
Sept. 28 at 7pm

Elementary Book Club (ages 5-7)
Sept. 2 at 1pm

Juvenile Book Club (ages 8-12
Sept. 28 at 5pm

@Scott City

Adult (ages 18+)
Sept. 22 at 3pm

@Perryville

Adult (ages 18+)
Sept. 28 at 2pm

Banned (ages 12+)
Sept. 18 at 4pm @Oran

Adult (ages 18+)
YA (ages 16+) Sept. 21 at 1:30pm

Sept. 29 at 3:30pm
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Grethen W. and her brother Isaac were the top readers Perryville’s adult top reader Steffanie C. (right)
for the teen and children’s challenges at Altenburg. with Branch Manager Melissa H.

Jackson’s early literacy top reader Avery H. and Jackson teen top reader Wesley P. top reader
children’s top reader Arianna B.




